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of that crowd of diseases springing from glutto- 
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From the “ Lives of Celebrated Children.” 
THE YOUNG SAILOR. 

Volney Becknor, bora at Londonderry, Ireland, 
in 1748, and devoured by a shark at the age of 
12 years. 

The child whom we here commemorate, had not 
che advantage of springing from a wealthy or dis- 
tinguished family ; but of what importance is birth? 
What is the effect of riches. They often corrupt 
the morals. He who is worthy, he who is honest 
and wise, has no need of ancestors.—Volney Beck- 
aor was the son of a poor Lrish sailor. He receiv- 
ed no instruction but what related to his father’s 
profession. Yet all-destitute as he was of education, 
he does not less deserve a place in this biography. 
Nature had endowed his body with singular address 
and agility, and his mind with unusual intelligence 
and penetration. He had a soul of no common 
temper, and from his earliest years he discovered 
sentiments of valor, which would certainly have led 
him to great enterpriscs had he run a longer. course. 
One art essentially necessary te a sailor, and to all 
others who travel by sea, is that of swimming. Be- 
sides that this exercise is very favorable to the 
health, and that it gives suppleness to the limbs, it 
is indispensable in a shipwreck. There is no me- 
dium in such a case—a person must either swim or 
be drowned. After little Becknor. was weaned, his 
father taught him to move and to guide himself in 
the water. He threw him, down into the sea from 
the stern of the ship, Then suddenly plunging ine 
to this perfidious element, which swallows so many 
men and so much riches, he sought for him again. 


7 


which I occupy.” Little Volney was very sensi- 
ble to the praises that he had so well deserved. 
—Although deprived of the study of letters, which 
cultivates the mind, extends our knowledge, and 
gives us juster ideas of things, he loved glo- 
ry by instinct, and made great efforts for its ac- 
quisition. From several instances of intrepid dar-| 
ing which he manifested in many dangerous 
emergencies, we shall only sctoct the following, | 
since this alone is sufficient ‘to confer great 
honor on the memory of the young sailor. 

A little girl, the daughter of an American gen- 
tleman, who was going to Port au Prince, had | 





on deck. There, whilst she fixed her eyes with 
greedy curiosity on the immense expanse of water, 
a sudden heaving of the ship caused ‘her head to 
turn, atid she fell into the sea. The father of 
Volney darted after her, and in five or six 
strokes caught her by her frock. Whilst he swam 
with one hand to regain the vessel, and with the 
other held the child close to his breast, Becknor 
perceived at a distance a shark advancing directly 
towards him. He called out for assistance. The 
danger was pressing. Every one ran upon deck, 
but no one dared to go farther. They contented 
themselves with firing off several carbines, and 
the animal, lashing the sea with his tail, and 
opening his frightful jaws, was now just about to 
seize his prey. In this terrible extremity, what 
strong men would not venture to attempt, filial 
piety excited a child to execute. Little Volney 
armed himself with a broad and pointed sabre— 
he threw himself into the sea—then plunging with 
the velocity of a fish, he slipped under the ani- 








He afterwards supported him with one hand, taught 
him to extend his little arms and legs, and thus ac- 
customed him from his cradle to brave dangers in 
their very bosom. When he grew a little bigger, | 
the ship boy already knew how to render himself! 
useful tethe crew. In tempestuous weather, when | 
the wind blew with violence, when it tore the sails, 
and the rain fell in torrents, be was not one of the | 
last ia manceuvering. When he was at the top of | 
the highest mast, even in the’ fiercest of the storm, | 
he appeared as little agitated as a passenger stretch: ' 


mal, and stabbed his sword into him. ‘Thus sud- 
denly assailed and deeply wounded, the shark quit- 


' ted the sailor ; but he returned doubly exasperated 


against the aggressor, who attacked him with re- 
peated blows. What a heart-rending sight! How 
worthy of admiration! On one side the Ameri- 


_can, trembling for his little gitl, who seems devoted 


to destruction. On the other, a generous mariner, 
exposing his life for a child not his own; and 
here the whole crew raising their hands to heav- 
en,on seeing young Volney coritending with an en- 


edon his hammock. Such is the force of habjt | my so greatly superior and encountering inevita- 


and example! Happy are those who see none but | 


goodones! Cradled in the effeminacy of cities,aban- 


doned to timorous and ignorant nurses,most children 
tremble like a leaf at the creaking ofa door—they are | 


ready to faint at seeing @ mouse pass by at their 
feet. It is not so with those who are brought up in 
the midst of toils, and contemplate brave men. To 
be fed with biscuit broken with a hatchet, spar- 
ingly raoistened with muddy water full of worms, 
to be half covered with a garment of coarse cloth, 
t9 take some hours of repose stretched ow a plank, 
aad be suddenly awakened at the moment when his 
sleep was the soundest—such was the life of Vol- 
ney, and yet he enjoyed a robust constitution. He 
never caught cold—he never knew fevers, or any 


ay and idleness. A severe and hardy education 
is always the best—it alone forms superior men. 
Of this fact the history of all ages furnishes us 
with a multitude of examples. Such was the ap- 
titude and industry of Becknor in his.twelfih 
year, that at this age, he was worthy of a high- 
er etation and double pay. The captain of the 
ship on boatd which he served, cited him as a 
model to the other boys. He did not even fear 
to say once, in the presence of the whole crew, 

If this little man continues to. conduct himself 





ble death to divert it from his father!’ Who can 
recal a scene like this without dissolving into tears 
and tenderness? 

The combat was too unequal, and no refuge re- 
mained but in a speedy retreat. A number of 
ropes were quickly thrown ont ta the father and 
the son, and they each succeeded in scizing one. 
They were hastily drawn up—already they were 
more than fifteen feet above the surface of the water 
—already cries of joy were heard—“ Here they are; 
here they are; they are saved!” Alas, no, they 
were not saved! At leastont tictim was to be sac- 
rificed to the rest, Enraged at secing his prey about 
to escape, the shark plunged to make a vigorous: 
spring. Then issuing from the sea with impetuosi- 
ty, and darting forward like lightning, with his 
‘Sharp teeth he tore asunder the of the intrepid 
and unfortunate child while suspended’ ih the air. 
A part of his palpitating and lifeless body was 
drawn up into the ship With his father and the faint- 
ing Américan. oie aati 

Thus, died, at the age of twelve years and some 
months, this hopeful young sailor, who so well deser- 
ved a better fate. When we rellect on the generous 
action which he performed, and the sacred motive 
by which he was animated to the enterprise, we are 
penetrated with sorrow to see him sink’ under it. 
Yet these great examples cannot be lost.” The 


doubt of his obtaining a place much above that | 





slipped from her nurse, who was ill, and ran up- } 


memory of them does not perish with the individu- 
al who gave thein, A faithful relation of them can- 
not but animate with.a generous zeal the tender 
minds of youth, and produce from age to age the rep- 
etition of actions not less praiseworthy. 
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From the Children’s Magazine 
GOD I8 GOOD. 
The sun shone sweetly on one of those bright 
mornings which seem to assure us that the winter 


| is passed away, and spring with its sweet blossoms 


is just at hand, to be followed by the rich fruit of 
summer. ‘A mother and her little daughter came 
out to enjoy the morning. The litle birds were 
singing gaily, as ifto thank their great Creator that 
he had made them alive. The sheep frisked along 
the meadows, while the little lamb, not a day old, 
might be seen tottering by the side of its mother. 
Even the little brooks, as they rippied along, seem- 
ed to add their sound to the voices of the birds and 
the bleating of the sheep, and to'say “ God is very’ 
ood.” 

Little Lucy hopped gaily along, and enjoyed,with 
all around her, the delights of the morning. Her 
mother led her to the brow of the hill, which over- 
looked-an extensive prospect, and there directed 
her attention to the vast field for observation before 
her: where, in the far distance, she saw the city 
with its many spires, surrounded by the broad Hud- 
son river, which on the west stretched out into the 
beautiful Bay of New-York, enlivened by its many 
vessels and boats of various kinds. Some parts of 
the city were almost hidden by thick black smoke, 
which rises from various kinds of manoufactories. 
In the nearer distance might be seen many other 
villages and towns, with each its little steeple, 
which was very pleasing to little Lucy. Then the. 
green meadows, with the trees swelling into blos- 
som, and their own little dwelling at the foot of. 
the hill, and their own pretty church across the 
lots, finished this beautiful picture. Lucy’s mam- 
ma, seeing her standing very still, asked her what 
she was thinking of. ‘I was thinking, dear mam- 
ma, how very good God is, to make this pretty world 
for us to live in.” Her mamma agreed with her 
that God was very good; but at the same time ask- 
ed her, ‘If she did not think that the little lambs, 
and the birds which were flying round, singing 80 
prettily, enjoyed the world as much as’ she did?” 
The little girl said, “‘ yes, I am ‘sure they do, and 
so I think the world was not made. for us alone.” 
Just now they came past a wet meadow, where the 
frogs were croaking ; this being the only way they 
had to express their pleasure. And as they pass- 
ed, a boy, who was walking behind them, saw a 
poor frog sitting on a tuft of grass in the sun, and 
threw'a stone which killed it. ‘Little Lucy was 
very sorry, and angry at the same time, and beg- 
ged her mother to reprove the boy for daring to 
kill one of God’s creatures. Mrs.‘E-——— asked 
him why he killed that harmless creature? He ari- 
swered, “‘ Because he hated frogs!” “ Were you 
ever told God Would be angry ‘with you, if you'were 
ctuel to thé'creatufes which he has made?” ** I do 
not know what you inean,” said the boy, and began 
to whisile.’ ‘Do you ‘know liow ‘to read ?™ asked 
Mrs, E———. “No, indéed, I wish ¥ ig,” hé ain- 
swered. ‘ Well, if you really ‘do wish ‘to learn,” 
‘said ‘Mrs. E-——, ‘you have only to coine, next 
Sunday at'9' o'clock, to church,’ and ‘you Will Be 
taught ‘not only to réad, ‘but also to anderatand What 

at’ ‘one is trv- 





I told you; that God is angty when diy . 
el and torments any ofthe creatures Which’ he ‘has 
mage." “The boy (who had ‘riever heard of sich’a 
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let her know she is welcome: T have heard that 
the cow in Scotland loves to hear-singing. The 
people in these poor families sing a great. deal,. 
and the cow is so fond of it, that she will let no 
one milk her, who does not amuse her by singing. 

I shall finish my letter with a story of a Scotch 








thing before) thanked Mrs. E , and promised | 
to come, and left us, taking the opposite road. 
. will sé ai a<. | = = ae 
** Dear mamma,” said Lucy, ‘God has been pleas ior the Bealls Gommtalee. 
ed to give the life of that poor frog for that boy’s| aniemeds wy wake Ww. a.ta oe 
good. If he had not killed the frog, he might have | - wisag eg a see 
passed us, and never have learned that God is an-| I hope you have read attentively the two letters 
wei Bhs ; é i ° } Are ‘a } » VJ eocaiill ° P tle 
gry.with cruel boys; who; torment frogs, and flies, | I saremeee vie wth Bm ae — the be Bull. 
and littl: beetles; and he would not have known, dy of Natura gue am now going to wrile| ‘There were two farms very near each other, and 
about the school.” ‘!'Phis is another instance, | more on the same subject, and this letter is to be no fence between them, so that the eaitle could go 
dear child, ofthe goodness of God, in bringing | about Pur Saige a oe ok oe from one to the other. Io keep these cattle out, a 
good to people even in the midst of their naughti- The Cow has eight for e-céctn in the unver jaw, | boy Was sent to watch. But he was lazy and neg- 
Living as she does up-| jected his duty, and the cattle got in, and eat up 


ness. Le has shown his good providence, in send- | but none in the upper jaw. , 
on grass and vegetables, she does not need such | the farmer’s corn. For this negligence the boy was 
whipped. But this instead of making hin better, 


ing us here in time to witness his cruelty, and has ~ on Ee ae 
offered, through me, to teach him how to learn His , $7002 teeth oF: ee ee, ee ee ee eee 
Besides the cow chews what she eats, a 
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fear. ‘This isthe way he has mercifully dealt with | things. digest _4 | only aggravated him, and he cruelly went to beat- 
usall. Weare all sinners; the thoughts of our; reat while. For this purpose she has strong griz-) ing the cows. A bull that was feeding with the: 


hearts, till they are renewed by the Holy Ghost, are | ¢ers. If you will examine a cow when she is at! cows, took notice that they were beaten by the 
« “9 ad - | 4 1 - } . > “y > : . i 

at ‘enmity with God ;’ and yet ‘God so loved the fest, you will find hey very happy chewing her cud. | boy, only when they went over a certain mark; 

world that he gave his: only begotten Son,.that the | Indeed she has a gicat many cuds deposited or) and to save them this beating he undertook to stop 

: I > gave g 


world through him might be saved.’ God és good, | laid up in her stomach, which she chews by/them. He walked backwards and forwards, near 
Hy ~ be } f : > swwalleay ¢ ‘ + 4 7 P 
my dear little girl, in making all this beautiful world | turns. You may see her swallow one, and then | the mark or line, and if any ofthe cows went over 
“8 iJ ‘ < 


and all that is in.it. We see his goodness in the , make an effort to get another into her mouth to}jt, he would run to ther and drive them back, 
sweet blossoms of the trees, and in the murmuring. chew. It is a Sener lo see her. T think the The boy’s master now found out that the ball did 
of the fertilizing waters; but more, séill more, in| COW 3S one of the most useful antmals that the ere the business so much better, that he Jet the bull 
that, whilst we were yet sinners, he sent his well- ; !0F has made. ler Pail We Is aitierent In dif | take care of the cows and sent the boy to do some 
beloved Son to-blecd and die for us, poor, lost, un-| ferent countries, and her ones are also different. | other work. ; his story may be depended on asa 
thankful sinners. As this-poor boy was not able to | In some countries she runs wild, In others, where} true one. You shall hear from me again soon. 


, , lth ssis very hic ave fr at she is ec! as d Frie oe 
understand what F-told him-at first, so we, till we | the grass is very high, I have read that she is so Your good Friend, Prerrt. 
read our Biblesand pray with all our hearts for the 


| tall, that a man must reach very high to touch her | "== ac eee _— 
help of God’s tioly Spirit, cannot understand the | back ;—that is in Asia,—but in Africa where the | THE NURSERY. 
things which concern our peace. May he bless 


| pasture is poor, the cow does not grow larger than ;======== erage 
you, my dear child, with the wisdom which is | 20, and gives only a pint of milk a day; while GO UP, THOU BALD HEAD. 
from above ;. and may you. ever remember, when | here in New-England We get sometimes sixteen | In old times, a great many hundreds of years ago, 
your naughty temper rises, how.good God is, and | (arts a day. Every part of the cow is useful ;— there lived a very old man, named Elisha. The 
think to yourself, “how can I sin.against so good | ¥¢ Not only get shoes and boots from her skin; but 











Lord loved him very much: ke was a prophet to 
a God.’” M. A. | the hair, taken off of the skin, is used to make mor- | declare the mind and will of God to the people. It 
om Ido not know of any place in’ the United | happened one day, that good Elisha was going from 
| States, where people use cows for labor of any Jericho to Bethel, and, as he went along, there 
—\kind; but in Persia and in a part of India there is| came forth out ofthe city little children and:mock- 
|a kind of cow called the Zebu, which has a large} ed this holy man; and they said to him, ‘* Go up, 
| hump on its shoulders, and is used to draw carria-| thou bald head; go up, thou bald head.” 
oes and carry burdens.. The Zebu is found also in] Now, I don’t believe, (do you, boysand girls?) 
| Africa. | that these children feared God or regarded man. 
The cow of the Hottentots is worth our noticing.| John. That’s very plain that they did not; for if 
The Hottentots are poor negroes who live in the|a little child fears the Lord, he will !ove the Lord's 
‘southern part of Africa, znd who have but few of} servants, whether they be ministers or Sunday 
‘those things that make us comfortable. The great- | school teachers, or any other servants of his. 
lest comfurt they have istheircow. ‘The Hottentot Peter. 1 don't believe that they were well brought 
The sun now rises a few minutes before five o’ | takes care of the cow, and she gives him milk, and, up athome, forthe Biblesays, if parents train up 
clock. Young persons may rise early, and gain} waits upon him. If he has.a flock of sheep, she | their children‘in ‘the way they should go, they will 
useful knowledge. It isa great disgrace to any | takes care of them ; goes round the field and watch- | not depart from it. ' 
one to sleep away these long fine mornings. {es that nothing hurts them :—if they are perfectly Thomas, I don’t believe that they ever went to 
Already, before the month closes, there will be} safe she returns to feed by the side of her master.) Sunday schools, or they would’ have ‘known bet- 
some intimation that the summer is about to leave | He speaks gently to her; and if a sheep goes as-;ter. 
us: the flowers are fewer, they are going to scod ;| tray he sends the cow away to drive it back to the, David. I don’t believe’ that they ever went to 
and the largest of the swallow tribe, the swift, will} flock ; she is pleased with this, and does her duty | any schools, but that they grew up like the wild ass- 
go away; and early in the morning, and in the| handsomely, You well know, that the Hottentots | es’ colts. ‘ 
evening, the pretty robin red breast will renew his} are a very ignorant people, and that.their houses; Samuel. I don’t believe,— 
song; and how. sweet a.song it is! jare as miserable as can be. But every night the | Printer, Stop, boys, stop, let-me tell the rest of 
Now the corn is rapidly ripening. It becomes| cow goes home and sleeps in the same hut with her! the story. ‘This holy man Elisha, being a prophet, 
ofa beautiful golden hue. It seems to ask for the | master. This would seem very strange to us, but| looked on them; and, inthe name of the Lord he 
scythe of the mower, and the sickle of the reaper. jsuch things are often seen in Arabin and in other cursed them. It is adreadful thing when children, 
The rye and the oat fields are usually the first| parts of Asia as well asin Africa. In time of war, /or big people, become so bad, that they are cursed 
which are’ ready to be gathered in by the husband-| the cow is still good and kind to her master. jof the Lord ; for then they are nigh unto destrac- 
man. | When other negroes come to take away the poor|tion. When this good man had eursed them, there 
It would be very wrong, and a great proof that; Hottentot’s hut, and rob him of his things, the |came forth two she*bears ont of the woods, as you 
our hearts are very hard and ungrateful, if we could | Cow marches up and drives them off. The cow {sce in the picture, and tore in pieces forty-two chil- 
look now at the fields, without thinking of the | is, then, a more useful animal than you have sup-|dren of them, Oh, this was a bloody scene i- 
goodness of .God, end without praising him for it. | posed. \deed. 
Itis he who -visits-the earth, and. waiers it, who | The cow becomes very fond of people, if they | Julia. Oh, it was dreadful indeed. | T think that 
greatly enriches it with the river of God, who | have been kind to her, and knows how te show } their parents must have mourned with very great 
“‘causeth the. grass to grow -for the cattle, and) her love for them. In some parts of Scotland, | mourning for their wicked children, who were thus 
herb for the service of mau, that he may bring forth | where’ thé, people are rude and uncivilized, the-| taken away in their wickedness. 
food. out of the earth.” All the creatures wait up-| cows run wild in the sammer, but come back again Mary. I think that they who escaped, treated 
on him; he gives them: their meat in due season ; to their masters in the winter. ‘The poor people | old and good men with more: respect after that. 
that.he gives them, they gather; he openeth his, there, live much on the milk of their cows; and as| Jane. I think that ‘their parents: too must have 
hand, they age: filled with good.. He crowns the|it is very cold, they allow them to live in a warm | repented, and brought up those'better who were si 
year with his goodness, his paths drop fatness, He place near theix own houses, and in this way the | ved from the wrath of the bears. 
covers the valleys with corn, he makes them sing | cows and the family are near together, and become{ Eliza. I think all the children‘ rounil about, who 
and shout. for joy. The glory of the Lord shall en-| much attached to each other. But in the spring — of this dreadful slaughter, broke off their wick- 
edness. 


dure fur ever, the Lord shall rejoice in his works. ‘ : 
Weshould say as David did, ‘ I.will sing unto the Martha. I think that we don’t know any thing 
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MORALITY. 
AUGUST. 
The spacious corn fields change their green, 
For yellow, brown, or shades between ; 
And brighter, richer colours show, 
As to maturity they grow. 
Orchards and gardens too produce 
Their stores for pleasure and for use ; 
And Autumn—his complexion tann’d, 
With a sharp sickle in his hand, 
Gives the glad signal—and the swains, 
Rush forth to reap the fruitful plains ! 











when the grass has grown again, the cow goes 
/back to the mountains—to spend the summer. 





Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises unto my 

God, whilst Lhave my being. My meditation of 

him shall be sweet. I will be glad in the Lord.” 
[Children’s Magazine. 





When she comes back again in the fall, she not 
only knows her old friends, but goes lowing round 
them, as much as to say she hopes to be treated 
well again. The family speak kindly to her and 


about these things, for the Bible says that the Holy 
Spirit alone can change the heart. 
Lucy. I think, 











Printer. Well, my dear children, we will all 
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think of this story, and remember that it is told in 


| The death of children of her own age affected her; to meet no more, till they should meet before the 


the Bible; that we may know what God thinks of| deeply, and -in particular that of one of her neigh-| throne of God and the Lamb. 


such wicked children too. [Child's Magazine. 





OBITUARY. 
From the Sabbath School Herald. 
The Religious Experience, and Happy Death of a 

little Giri not Eight Years Old. 
“Anna was born of pious parents. ‘hey early 
dedicated her to God, and strove, by precept and 
example, to impress her mind with the affecting 








truth thatshe was immortal, and that the present life | 


is only the vestibule to another of perfect happiness 


yyy 


or unmitigated woe. he blessing of Heaven at-! 


tended the prayers and counsels of these devoted 
servants of God, and they were graciously permit- 


‘ted to experience the happiness of sceing their lit- 


tleone, inthe morning of her existence, ‘ walk- 
ing in the fear of the Lord.” 

At the early age of seven years, Anna manifested 
particular anxiety of mind in regard to her eternal 
interest, and would often inquire what she must do 
tobe saved. Being told she must pray that God 
would create a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within her, she was soon after discovered on her 
knees in her closet, and heard to utter the follow- 
ing prayer:—‘‘ Heavenly Father, we thank thee 
jor ail thy mercies to us—we are covered from the 
cold,and have a shelter from the storm. We bless 
Jesus Christ who died for sinners and desire all 
blessings for his sake.’ We pray that God would 
keep us from all evil, for thine is the kingdom— 
the power and the glory forever—Anien.” 

She spoke with admiration of the love of God in 
sending his Son, to save such great sinners as she 
felt herself to be, and would often ask how she could 
secure the favour of the Alovighty. She was told 
that it was impossible for her to merit salvation.— 
She immediately replied, ‘she knew that she conld 
do nothing well, but was always sinning, and was 


utterly unable to atone for the least of her transgres-! 


sions; but,” said she, “‘ Christ is able and willing, 
for he came into the world, and suffered much, and 
even laid down Isis life for sinners.”  ‘* Christ,” 
suid one, “Sis willing to receive you now, if you 
will give yotrself to him, and avoid every thing 
which you know would be displeasing in his sight.” 
Being asked if she was willing to do this, she un- 
hesitatingly answered, “ Yes, 1 would with all my 


heart give myselfup to him, and I never will do) 


any thing IT know to be wrong.” 
For days she seamed filled with love to Christ for 
his compassion to sinners, and his readiness to 


pardon them. When asked if itwas not the fear’ 


of punishment that made her anxious to obtain for- 
giveness, she replied, “If T knew Christ would not 
pardon my sins, yet f should love him, and be wil- 


ling to resign myself to his disposal, if he would 


° 


accept of me.” A short time after, she reniarked | 
with much pleasantness, “now I can pray to God, | 


and hope he hears me.” Anna attended strictly to 
the duty of secret prayer, and appeared to derive 
great comfort from this exercise. Most fervently 
did she pray for the remission of her sins, and that 
the blessed Saviour would take possession of her 
heart. To her mother who had been rendering her 
some particular kinduess, she said, ** I love you bet- 


ter than all besides.” ‘Eu ascertain what answer | 
she would make, ber mother repli¢d—* What, bet- | 


Ine 


ter chan Christ?” She was evidently grieved at this 


interrogaivry, and said with emphasis, ‘No! not! 


better than Christ.” 


Anna loved the Bible, and ‘treasured in her | 


memory muéh ofits precious contents. It was tru- 
ly the aliment of her soul, and with the devout 
Psalmist she could exclaim, ‘* Thy testimonies are 


my delight.” The following instance is one evi- | 
dence of the impression of divine truth upon her | 


mind: Having heard a discourse from 1 John iv. 
20,a few days after, witnessing contention among 
several of her companions, she reproved them by 
saying, ‘* You must not: say you will not Jove one 
another, for if you do not love your brother whom 
you have seen, how can you love God ‘whom you 
have not seen ?” 


'bors, who died of a throat disease. This event} Some time after, Anna was asked if she though 
lereated alarm, and she expressed apprehensions | herself to be dying. ‘1 shall live but a litte 
\lest she should be'a subject of the same complaint, | while,” said she, and when asked if she believed 
but added, ‘‘she was willing to die and leave all, | she should go to Heaven, she replied she hoped in 
if she had a good hope that she should go to} the mercy of God, she should. Her friend inquir- 
Christ.” In reply -to the question whether she | ed how heaven appeared to her, as she drew near 
did not expect to be happy after death, she said,|the grave 2 “Oh,” said she, “ itlooks lovely; I 
“{ do not know—I cannot tell. I deserve to be}even long to be theré.” 

sent to hell, and am not worthy of heaven.” She}  ‘I'o a friend who seemed overwhelmed. with grief 
; greatly desired an assurance of reconciliation with in prospect of their approaching separation, she 
ithe Almighty,+-and that her name was written in|said, “1 hope it will be but a litle while before 
the book of life. we shall meet again, where we shall never part.” 
| One Sabbath she was observed decply engaged |She now appeared sensible of the approach of 


Ve 


jiu reading and meditation. She was asked what}death, and with remarkable composure, took leave 
| was the subject of her thoughts. At first she scem-|of her father and those friends who were present, 
jed reluctant to tell, but at length said she had been | and saig she hoped to mect them al! in heaven. 
ireading the 25th chap. of Matthew, and then re-| Soon after she ceased to speak, but signified her 
| peated the last verse, and added, *‘ she feared Christ | comfort in believing that she should go tw Jesus. 
| would say to her ‘depart.’”” She appeared much | She died on Saturday, September 22, 17—, at the 
jaffected, and exclaimed with emphasis, ‘‘ how hap-|early age of 7 years and 39 months. 

|py will those be, to whom Christ will say ‘ Come SRSA PSST TED 
| ye blessed of my Father.’’? She was scrupulously BDITORIAL. 
| regardful of the truth and would steadfastly adhere | = SSS SSS == 
ito it, however strong might be the temptation to} ANOTHER TALK ABOUT THE COMMAND- 











lswerre from it. Her mind seemed daily more and MENTS, 
| more impressed with the excellence and importance Between a futher and his children. 


of Religion, and her exemplary life gave evidence} Futher.—My children, have you committed all 
to all around her, that she was rapidly advan-| the commandments to memory, so that you can re- 
/cing in the knowledge of God and her duty to tim. | peat every word? ’ 
; She was seized with that infectious and mortal] All.—Yes, Sir. 
disease of which she had been so apprehensive, on F.—George, what is the fifth commandment? 
| Saturday the 8th September, 17—. Remedieswere| George.—O I did not learn them so. 
lused, which for a time had a favorable effect, #°.— How then did you learn them? 
/and she partially recovered from her illness. Onthe; G.—Why I studied them as they come in the 
‘following Saturday, however, her disease returned | book, first, second, third, and so on. 
jwith redoubled violence. When hope of her life} Z°—1 wish, however, that you should be able to 
| was almost distinguished, she was asked, if she | repeat them out of that particular order; and be able 
| was afraid to die. She replied she was. On the | to think of any one of them by its number, and to 
| Wednesday following, she was again asked if she | tell what number it is when you read any one of 
thought this sickness would be her last. She said, them or hear it repeated. So I will ask the same 
“Yes.” ‘And are you willizy to die,” said one. | question to the other children. James, can you 
She replied “Ido not know.’ Cannot you part! tell me which is the fifth commandment? 
with your friends and companions, and with your|  James.—Yes, Sir. © Honor thy. father and thy 
‘avorite amusements? She looked up with aj mother, that thy.days may be long upon the land 
smile, and yet with an expression of fear, as she} which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 
answered, “*I can cheerfully leave all if I could, | F.—Luey, is that right? 
nut feel assured that I should go to Christ and live;  Zucy.—Yes, Sir. 
with him forever.” | £.—What then is the ninth? 
She was reminded of her former expression of | £.— Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
‘submission to the will of Heaven, when she was /jthy neighbor.” 
in health, and was asked if she could not now) #.—That is right. Now, George, perhaps you 
surrender herself to her blessed Saviour? ‘* Yes,/can remember the fourth. 
Tam heartily willing,” she replied. ‘The next day| G.—Yes, Sir, I can; because Lremember it was 
she desired her father to pray for her res‘oration to| very long and took me a great while to learn. it; 
health, if consistent with God’s will, but if not, | Besides, I recollect that when folks.talk about run- 
that she might be prepared for a peaceful and happy | ning stages on the Sabbath, they. speak. of breaking 
death, the fourth commandment; and so did the minister, 
On Friday her symptoms became more alarming | when he preached about breaking the Sabbath, It 
—and her distress was so great, that her dissolution | is, “ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep. it holy. 
seemed to be rapidly approaching. An intimate! Six days shalt thon labor,” &e. [repeating the 
friend, who was present at the time, expressed her | whole very correctly. | ‘ 
regret at the idea of a separation from her. With) #\—Benjamin, that which George has repeated 
remarkable composure she said, “I hope God will/is a very long commandment. How many otlier 
support and comfort yew, for 1] believe if I die it} long ones arethcre? 
will be for the best.’? She was exhausted and could Benjamin.—t\ believe there are. two. 
say no more. Again she desired her father to} J£.—Not but one. 
‘pray with her.—‘ Pray,” saith she, “‘that God) #°—Which is thar? ; 
iwould give me an easy passage, and reccire me to| J.—I think it is the second. 
‘himself. She also desired him to return thanks| J.—So it is. Benjamin, can you repeat the 
that she was no more distressed. She was told that} whole of the second? It is about graven images? 
she had been oftén carried to the throne of grace, B.— Thou shalt not make unto thee any gra- 
cand was asked what'were now her special desites. | ven image, or any likeness &c.” [repeating the 
| She explaimed, ‘Oh, pray that if it'be Heaven’s| whole correctly, except a few words.} 
will, I-may live a litle longer, and if wot, thatl) 2’—Did Benjamin make any mistake? 
}may go and dwell with Christ forever.” J.—Yes Sir. [James then potted out the errors 
Auna was’ very desirous to see her mother who | and corrected them.] ; 
was at that time confined to her room by serious ill-| #.—Now who can repeat the third? 
‘ness. Her mother, on being conveyed to ter, in-| J. J. und B.—f[all answer,] I. 
quired affectionately what she desired. She said; J°—Benjamin, you may try. 
she wanted to take leave of her, and hoped she; 2B.—*'Phou shalt not take the name ofthe Led 
would be willing to resign her child to God, and|thy God in vain; for the.Lord will not bold him 
then with much tenderness and affection embraced | guiitless that taketh his name in vain.” 
her. Her mother said she now felt willing to resign| 2.—Very. well. Litthe Ann, do you know the 
her into the hands of her Saviour, and then Icft her! first commandment 2 
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YOUTHS COMPANION. 








Ann.—Yes, Sir. “Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me.”’ 

F.—That is right. Do you know any other lit- 
tle, short one! for you are the youngest, and the 
little children should recite the short ones. 

A.—*" Thou shalt not kill.” 

B.—O I know a short one too, and J am one of 
the little children. 

F.—Well, what short one can you repeat ? 

B.— Thou shalt not steal.” 

F.—Now, Benjamin, do you think you know a 
great deal ? 

B.—Why, Pa, I have said three of them, and 
nobody else but Ann has said more than one. 

F.—Perhaps Lucy or James can say the whole 
ten, and perhaps you cannot repeat more than half. 

B.—O I can say them all, just as fast as you can 
read them in the book. 

F.—My son, is a little boy any better because 
he knows all the commandments? If you could re- 
peat every word in the New Testament, should you 
certainly be a very good boy? 

B.—I suppose so. 

F.—My son, we must not only know God’s com- 
mands, but love them, and obeythem. So says the 
apostle James, ‘‘ If ye know these things, happy are 
ye if ye dothem.” You must not be proud of your 
knowledge, for the more you know, the greater will 
be your sins if you do not love and serve God.— 
What was the number of the commandment which 
you last repeated f 

A.—I do not know. 

F.—It was the sixth, and Benjamin’s was the 
eighth. We have heard them all now, except the 
7th and the 10th; who can repeat either of them, 
or both? 

J.—The 7th is, ‘‘ Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery.” 

L.—And the 10th is, “Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that 
is thy neighbor's.” 

F’.—Now we have repeated them all; and I will 
ask you, Lucy and James, if either of you knows 
what is meant by the two tables of the law. 

L.—I suppose the expression refers to the two 
tables of stone on which this law was written at 
Sinai. 

F’.—That is probable; but how many commands 
were written on one, and how many on thé other ; 
and what is the use of any such distinction now, 

when the two stones are not in our possession? 

L.—I do not know. 

F.—About an equal division of the law as to 
length, would place the first four commandments 
on one stone, and the last six on the other. That 
is the manner in which they are divided, when put 
= in churches, either painted on boards, or chis- 
elled in two stones. And it is observable that those 
of the first table, or the first four in the decalogue, 
regard our duty to God directly ; and the other six, 
our duty towards our fellow-men, If you exam- 


ine, you will find it so; and that is all the reason of 


any cansequence, why we should speak of the first 
and second tables. 

G.—Are the six on the second table the com- 
mands of men? 

F.—No, my son, they are the commands of God, 
and are as much binding upon us as the other ; the 
only difference is, that these tell us what we shall 
do or not do towards men; the others, what we 
shall do or not do towards God. When our Lord 
Jesus Christ spoke of the two great command- 
ments, he probably meant to include the first and 
the second tables. 

Now, my children,4 will just make one or two 
— about the meaning of the commandments, 
before we stop. James, when a person takes an 


article away which belongs to another person, what 


does he dof 
‘J—Ifhe takes it without paying for it, and 
means to keep it for his own, he steals. 


F’.—And what commandment does he break ? 
J.—The eighth. 


J.—Both. 

F.— Against which does he sin most f 

ie wry God. 

F.—Why? 

J.—Because God is. infinitely greater than man, 
and it is God’s command that he breaks, though 
he also injures his neighbor. 

F’.—Suppose one person wishes to get what be- 
longs to another, without paying for it; but he 
does not, because he fears he shall be found out 
and punished. Does he steal? ; 

J.—Not so that the judges can punish him for 
breaking the laws of the state. 

F’.—Does he steal in any sense? 

J.—He does in the sight of God, for God knows 
he is a thief at heart, and that it is not any good 
principle that restrains him. 

F.—But does he break the. 8th commandment as 
directly as he does another ? 

J.—The 10th sééms to come exactly to his case; 
for he “ covets something that is ‘his neighbor’s.” 
F.—Yes; the 10th command comes directly to 
the wicked heart, even when the lips, or the hands, 
or the feet, do not transgress. 

Now you see the way in which I shall ask you 
questions, when I talk with you again ; and I wish 
you to read and think about the commandments, 
so as to prepare for such an exercise when we meet 
the next time. 

| Psa een rere tes 








MISCELLANY. 


For the Youth’s Companion. 
«THE CHAMBER’ NOT “ WHERE THE GOOD MAN 
MEETS HIS FATE.” 

Mr. G. was a very intemperate and profane man 
till confined with his last sickness. On his death- 
bed he comforted himself by saying, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners. O thou 
abused Saviour! that men should continue in sin, 
that thy grace may abound. No thunder from Si- 
nai, through the medium of a faithful minister, nor 
tender gospel call, could alarm his fears, for he 
was not asleep only, but dead in trespasses and 
sins. O how rare, that seed sown on a sick-bed 
takes deep root, and brings forth good fruit. When 
the body is writhing in agonies indescribable, when 
the head aches, the cough increases, the fever ra- 
ges, and when the mind is confused, and the brain 
shattered, what can be done? Is this the time to 
explore the dark and hidden recesses of our hearts, 
and with a steady eye to retrace our wicked steps 
in all their various windings? When we are about 
to conflict with the King of terrors, is that the 
time to engage in that hardest of all strifes, the 
strife with sin?’ When flesh and heart are failing 
us, is that the time to go forth as an armed man, 
and resist foes without, and subdue foes within? 
When our feet are stumbling upon the dark moun- 
tains of death, is that the suitable time to com- 
mence the Christian’s race’—When our eyes are 
growing dim, and sinking into their sockets, then 
shall we anoint them with eye-salve, that they 
may see?’ When we are deaf, how shall we hear? 
And when our lips are quivering, and our tongue 
cleaving to the roof of the mouth, then shall we be- 
gin to speak for God? When we have all our lives 
long slighted and abased the Saviour, setting at 
nought all his counsels, and minding none of his 
reproofs, shall we just at the close of life profess 
love to him, and expect to enjoy his blissful pres- 
encet He who has stood at the closed door of 
our hearts, till his locks were wet with the morn- 
ing dew, will he return at our call, and come in 
and sup with us? Whatdoeshesay! “ Because 
I have called and ye have refused, I have stretch- 
ed out my hand, and no man regarded, therefore I 
will laugh at your calamity and mock when your 
fear cometh.” Z. 








For the Youth’s Companion. 

LET THE SIGHING OF THE PRISONER COME BE- 
FORE THEE.—Ps. 79. 11. 

The court-house is a fine building and stands 
near the church. I often think as I pass it, in this 


_—— 





verted. But there is another tribuaal! A cou 
above! A righteous Judge there reigns! Before 
him, we must all stand! The prison which I ofien 
visit is a dismal place. But as I glance at the Ho. 
ly Bible which a convict sometimes holds in his 
hand, I remember that in this precious volume, are 
offers of free pardon. O escape to the strong hold 
ye prisoners of hope. If the Son make you free. 
then you shall be free indeed. A-colored man was 
lately confined for debt. I asked him, after his re. 
lease, if he could sing praises as Paul and Silas did, 
He said he did in prison, and then at my reques 
the pious negro sweetly sung, ‘I am not ashamed 
to own my Lord,” &c. Afterwards this Ethiopi. 
an stretched forth his hands, and raised his voice 


in prayer. 
‘* The oppressor holds the body down, 
But knows not what a range the Spirit takes.” 


Said our blessed Lord, ‘I was in prison and 
ye came unto me.” Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one ofthe least of these, my brethren, ye hare 
done it.untome. He that doeth tke will of my Fa. 
ther in Heaven, the same is my mother and sister 
and brother. 


—~9@Q@n-— 
A RICH BEGGAR. 

An aged female, very poorly clad, entered a store 
in this city, and made known her destitute situation 
and asked assistance. After answering her request, 
the donor observed,you appear to be very advanced in 
years—how old are you? ‘Eighty-five years’, she 
replied. It is difficult for you to get along in the 
world now. ‘Yes, I want to go to my father’ 
Your father? who is your father? ‘God is my 
Father. How do you know God is your Father! 
‘Oh’ said she, I feel his Spirit bearing witness. with 
my spirit, that I am achild of God.’ A child of 
God? Why you must be very goodthen. ‘Oh 
no!’ said she, ‘ I have a very deceitful and desper- 
ately wicked heart.’ Have you always had sucha 
wicked heart? ‘Yes; I have always had it, but! 
didn’t always know it.’ How long is it since you 
were made to know it? ‘It is about fifty-three 
years since I was brought to enjoy a hope in 
Christ.’ Well, if you could have plenty of this 
world’s goods—money, fine clothing, ease and the 
various pleasures and comforts of life—would you 
not like to lay aside your religion and enjoy these 
things in preference? ‘Oh no! if I could haveall 
these, and walk upon gold, they are not to be com 
pared to Jesus.’—Surely, said the Psalmist, I bave 
never seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed, 
though begging their bread. Unto them that be 
lieve, Jesus is precious, 

‘* Even down to old age all his people shall prove 
His sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love.” 

Oh reader! is Jesus to you the chiefest among 
ten thousand and altogether lovely! The righteous 
in the greatest of their straits have more thana 
sufficiency, while the wicked in the fulness of their 
sufficiency are stil] in want. 
OOS IES EEE 


POETRY. 


TO MY MOTHER, ON PARTING. 
Written at the age of fourteen. 
Oh! what a world of parting this ! 
Transient and fleeting is its bliss ; 
When friends of kindred mind e’er meet 
They know the pleasure’s short, though sweet. 
And we, my kindest, best of friends 
Have lately felt how soon it ends : 
To-day will witness joy ef heart, 
To-morrow sees that joy depart. 
’ Tis thus, tis thus,—through all the way 
Earth has no hope which long can stay,— 
From infancy to hoary age 
Life is an ever-varying page. 
The baby sees the toys he loved 
Soon from his little grasp removed : 
The school-hoy from his home must part, 
And often feel an aching heart. 
And as we grow in years we find 
Meeting a wae Meneses pe : 
The lesson of this changeful scene, 
Appears man’s heart from from earth to wean. 
But there’s another world above, 
A world of boundless perfect love, 
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F.—Whom does he offend ; God, or his neighbor? 


house, is pleaded the law of man ; in that, the law of 


Where grief and parting ne’er can come,— 
The Christian’s rest, the Christian’s home. SerHis- 


God. In this, criminals.are convicted, in that, con. | 
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